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1.     Convene 
 
Mayor and Council convened in a Hybrid Open Meeting at 5:35 p.m. on Monday, October 6, 2025, in 
the Mayor and Council Chambers, City Hall, 111 Maryland Avenue, Rockville, Maryland, and via Webex. 
 
Staff Present: City Manager Jeff Mihelich, City Attorney Robert E. Dawson, and City Clerk/Director of 
Council Operations Sara Taylor-Ferrell. 

 

2.      Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Mayor Ashton led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

3.      Proclamation and Certificate of Recognition 

 
Certificate of Recognition to celebrate and acknowledge the promotion of Nicholas 
Patrick Lopreiato to the Rank of Commander in the United States Navy Medical Corps. 

 
Councilmember Myles read the certificate of recognition for the promotion of Nicholas Patrick 
Lopreiato to the Rank of Commander in the United States Navy Medical Corp and presented the 
certificate to Commander Lopreiato.  

 
A.  Proclamation Declaring October 9, 2025, as Ageism Awareness Day in Rockville,   

Maryland  

Councilmember Valeri and Councilmember Jackson read and moved the Proclamation Declaring 

October 9, 2025, as Ageism Awareness Day in Rockville, Maryland.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVERS: Marissa Valeri, Councilmember  
SECONDER: Barry Jackson, Councilmember 
IN FAVOR: Mayor Ashton, Councilmember Fulton, Councilmember Jackson, Councilmember 

Myles, Councilmember Shaw, Councilmember Valeri, Councilmember Van Grack 
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B.  Proclamation Declaring October 6-11, 2025, as National Youth Sports Week and    

endorsing the Children's Bill of Rights in Sports 
 

Mayor Ashton read the proclamation declaring Proclamation Declaring October 6-11, 2025, as 
National Youth Sports Week and endorsing the Children's Bill of Rights in Sports and the 
proclamation was moved by Councilmember Shaw and presented the proclamation to Torrance 
Dawkins, City of Rockville Youth League Coach. 
 

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Izola Shaw, Councilmember  
SECONDER: David Myles, Councilmember 
IN FAVOR: Mayor Ashton, Councilmember Fulton, Councilmember Jackson, Councilmember 

Myles, Councilmember Shaw, Councilmember Valeri, Councilmember Van Grack 

 
C.  Proclamation Declaring October 13, 2025, as Indigenous Peoples’ Day in Rockville,        

Maryland 

Councilmember Van Grack read and moved the proclamation declaring October 13, 2025, as 

Indigenous Peoples’ Day in Rockville, Maryland. 

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Adam Van Grack, Councilmember  
SECONDER: Marissa Valeri, Councilmember 
IN FAVOR: Mayor Ashton, Councilmember Fulton, Councilmember Jackson, Councilmember 

Myles, Councilmember Shaw, Councilmember Valeri, Councilmember Van Grack 

 
D.  Proclamation Declaring October 20, 2025 as Diwali - Festival of Lights in Rockville, 

Maryland 

 

Councilmember Valeri read and moved the proclamation declaring October 20, 2025, as 
Diwali – Festive of Lights in Rockville Maryland.   
 

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Marissa Valeri, Councilmember  
SECONDER: Barry Jackson, Councilmember 
IN FAVOR: Mayor Ashton, Councilmember Fulton, Councilmember Jackson, Councilmember 

Myles, Councilmember Shaw, Councilmember Valeri, Councilmember Van Grack 
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E.  Proclamation Declaring October 20-24, 2025, as Economic Development Week 
 

Councilmember Shaw read and moved the proclamation declaring October 20-24, 2025, as 
Economic Development Week and presented the proclamation to Nancy Regelin, Chair of the 
Board of Directors of Rockville Economic Development, Inc. and Bei Ma, Vice Chair of the Board of 
Directors of Rockville Economic Development, Inc.   
 

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Izola Shaw, Councilmember  
SECONDER: Adam Van Grack, Councilmember 
IN FAVOR: Mayor Ashton, Councilmember Fulton, Councilmember Jackson, Councilmember 

Myles, Councilmember Shaw, Councilmember Valeri, Councilmember Van Grack 

 
F.  Proclamation Declaring October 2025, as Arts and Humanities Month 

 

Mayor Ashton read the proclamation declaring October 2025, as Arts and Humanities Month, the 
proclamation was moved by Councilmember Van Grack and presented the proclamation to Karen 
Askin, Chair of the Rockville Cultural Arts Commission.  
 

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Adam Van Grack, Councilmember  
SECONDER: Marissa Valeri, Councilmember 
IN FAVOR: Mayor Ashton, Councilmember Fulton, Councilmember Jackson, Councilmember 

Myles, Councilmember Shaw, Councilmember Valeri, Councilmember Van Grack 

 
G.  Proclamation Declaring October 2025, as National Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

Councilmember Shaw read and moved the proclamation declaring October 2025, as 
National Cancer Awareness Month.  
 

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Izola Shaw, Councilmember  
SECONDER: David Myles, Councilmember 
IN FAVOR: Mayor Ashton, Councilmember Fulton, Councilmember Jackson, Councilmember 

Myles, Councilmember Shaw, Councilmember Valeri, Councilmember Van Grack 
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H.  Proclamation Declaring October 2025, as National Bullying Prevention Month in 

Rockville, Maryland 
 
Councilmember Van Grack read and moved the proclamation declaring October 2025, as National 
Bullying Prevention Month, the proclamation was presented to Dr. Belinda Penn, Principal Intern 
Rockville High School, Matthew Martini, Principal Assistant Richard Montgomery High School, and  
Dr. Joseph Bostic, Principal Thomas Wootton High School.  
 

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Adam Van Grack, Councilmember  
SECONDER: Barry Jackson, Councilmember 
IN FAVOR: Mayor Ashton, Councilmember Fulton, Councilmember Jackson, Councilmember 

Myles, Councilmember Shaw, Councilmember Valeri, Councilmember Van Grack 

 
I.   Proclamation Declaring October 2025 as National Community Planning Month in 

Rockville, Maryland 
 
Mayor Ashton read the proclamation declaring October 2025, as National Community Planning 
Month in Rockville, Maryland, the proclamation was moved by Councilmember Van Grack and 
presented the proclamation to Suzan Pitman, Planning Commission Boardmember and Jim 
Wasilak, City of Rockville Chief of Zoning.  
 

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Adam Van Grack, Councilmember  
SECONDER: Marissa Valeri, Councilmember 
IN FAVOR: Mayor Ashton, Councilmember Fulton, Councilmember Jackson, Councilmember 

Myles, Councilmember Shaw, Councilmember Valeri, Councilmember Van Grack 

 
J.  Proclamation Declaring October 2025, as National Disability Employment 

Awareness Month  
 
Councilmember Jackson read and moved the proclamation declaring October 2025, as National 
Disability Employment Month, the proclamation was presented to Sunflower Bakery.   
 

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Barry Jackson, Councilmember  
SECONDER: Marissa Valeri, Councilmember 
IN FAVOR: Mayor Ashton, Councilmember Fulton, Councilmember Jackson, Councilmember 

Myles, Councilmember Shaw, Councilmember Valeri, Councilmember Van Grack 
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K.  Proclamation Declaring October 2025, as Domestic Violence Awareness Month in  
Rockville, Maryland 

 
Councilmember Myles and Councilmember Shaw read and moved the proclamation declaring 
October 2025, as Domestic Violene Awareness Month in Rockville, Maryland and presented the 
proclamation to Judith Clark, Executive Director of Women Who Care Ministries.  
 

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: David Myles, Councilmember  
SECONDER: Izola Shaw, Councilmember 
IN FAVOR: Mayor Ashton, Councilmember Fulton, Councilmember Jackson, Councilmember 

Myles, Councilmember Shaw, Councilmember Valeri, Councilmember Van Grack 

 
L. Proclamation Declaring October 2025 as LGBTQ+ History Month in Rockville,        

Maryland 
 
Councilmember Jackson read and moved the proclamation declaring October 20, 2025, as 
LGBTQ History Month in Rockville Maryland and presented the proclamation to Rebecca Murphy 
Chair of the City of Rockville Human Rights Commission, Dominic Russoli, Human Rights 
Commissioner, and Andy Mitchell.  
 

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Barry Jackson, Councilmember  
SECONDER: David Myles, Councilmember 
IN FAVOR: Mayor Ashton, Councilmember Fulton, Councilmember Jackson, Councilmember 

Myles, Councilmember Shaw, Councilmember Valeri, Councilmember Van Grack 

 
M.  Proclamation Declaring October 2025, as Walktober in Rockville, Maryland 

 
Councilmember Valeri read and moved the proclamation declaring October 2025, as Walktober in 
Rockville, Maryland.  
 

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Marissa Valeri, Councilmember  
SECONDER: Izola Shaw, Councilmember 
IN FAVOR: Mayor Ashton, Councilmember Fulton, Councilmember Jackson, Councilmember 

Myles, Councilmember Shaw, Councilmember Valeri, Councilmember Van Grack 

 
THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL WENT INTO A BRIEF RECESS AT 6:30 PM. THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
RECONVENED AT 6:49 P.M. 
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4.     Agenda Review 
 
City Clerk/Director of Council Operations Sara Taylor-Ferrell reported no changes to the agenda. 

   

5.     City Manager's Report 

 
City Manager Jeff Mihelich reported ongoing projects including a new shade structure at Redgate dog 
park; the city gave away 400 native trees at the annual tree giveaway; development waste composting 
system with the horticultural team; and encourage residents to fill out the budget priority survey on 
the city website. 
 

6.   Boards and Commissions Appointments and Reappointments  
 
Councilmember Marissa Valeri moved to reappoint Melissa Beattie to the Cultural Arts Commission to 
serve a full three-year term to expire on October 1, 2028.  
 

MOVER: Marissa Valeri, Councilmember  
SECONDER: Isola Shaw, Councilmember 
IN FAVOR: Mayor Ashton, Councilmember Fulton, Councilmember Jackson, Councilmember 

Myles, Councilmember Shaw, Councilmember Valeri, Councilmember Van Grack 

 
Councilmember Adam Van Grack moved to reappoint Cindy McCabe to the Environment Commission 
to serve a full three-year term to expire on October 1, 2028.  
 

 RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Adam Van Grack, Councilmember  
SECONDER: Marissa Valeri, Councilmember 
IN FAVOR: Mayor Ashton, Councilmember Fulton, Councilmember Jackson, Councilmember 

Myles, Councilmember Shaw, Councilmember Valeri, Councilmember Van Grack 

 
Councilmember Barry Jackson moved to reappoint Seth Denbo to the Historic District Commission to 
serve a full three-year term to expire on October 1, 2028.  
 

 RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Barry Jackson, Councilmember  
SECONDER: Kate Fulton, Councilmember 
IN FAVOR: Mayor Ashton, Councilmember Fulton, Councilmember Jackson, Councilmember 

Myles, Councilmember Shaw, Councilmember Valeri, Councilmember Van Grack 
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Councilmember Izola Shaw moved to reappoint Rebecca Murphy to the Human Rights Commission to 
serve a full three-year term to expire on October 1, 2028. 
 

 RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Izola Shaw, Councilmember  
SECONDER: Marissa Valeri, Councilmember 
IN FAVOR: Mayor Ashton, Councilmember Fulton, Councilmember Jackson, Councilmember 

Myles, Councilmember Shaw, Councilmember Valeri, Councilmember Van Grack 

 
Councilmember Marissa Valeri moved to reappoint Louzolo Ganga to the Landlord Tenant Affairs 
Commission serve a full three-year term to expire on July 1, 2028.  
 

 RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Marissa Valeri, Councilmember  
SECONDER: Izola Shaw, Councilmember 
IN FAVOR: Mayor Ashton, Councilmember Fulton, Councilmember Jackson, Councilmember 

Myles, Councilmember Shaw, Councilmember Valeri, Councilmember Van Grack 

 
Councilmember Barry Jackson moved to reappoint Ken Scales to the Recreation and Parks Advisory 
Board to serve a full three-year term to expire on November 1, 2028. 
 

 RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Barry Jackson, Councilmember  
SECONDER: Adam Van Grack, Councilmember 
IN FAVOR: Mayor Ashton, Councilmember Fulton, Councilmember Jackson, Councilmember 

Myles, Councilmember Shaw, Councilmember Valeri, Councilmember Van Grack 

 
 7.                     Community Forum 

 

NAME TOPIC 

Wayne Breslyn RedGate Park 

Glenn Fellman MPIA for Rockville branding 

Anita Neal Powell Zoning rewrite 

Amy Ackeberg Hasting Advocating for Twinbrook 
Elementary School 

Dhara Diego Kumar Case Manager System 
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NAME TOPIC 

Resident’s Name not 
Provided 

131 Adam Street 

Written Comments 
Julia Binder 

Rezoning Parcel ZOR ID 17 in 
Area 12 

Written Comments 
Alexandra Mai 

Opposition to Redland 
Boulevard 24 On-Site Parking 

Written Comments 
Jake Rose 

RedGate Park Grant 

Written Comments 
Jane Pontius 

Neighborhood Parking 
Permits on S Adams St 

Written Comments 
Anne Goodman 

RedGate Park Grant 

Written Comments 
Seth Denbo 

Zoning Ordinance Rewrite 

Written Comments 
Martin Burkhardt 

RedGate Park 

Written Comments 
Francis LaBosco 

King Farm Community 
Gardens 

Written Comments 
Glenn Fellman  

MPIA request 

Written Comments 
Daniel Lyons 

Redland Boulevard Project 

Written Comments 
Jeff Divers 

Section 23-47 Proposed City 
Code update – City Parking 
Permits 

Written Comments 
Brian Paul 

Redland Boulevard Project 

Written Comments 
Doug Lunenfeld 
 

Historic Preservation Change 
in Third Party Designation 
Application Process  

Written Comments 
Phyllis Abkin 

King Farm/Farmstead 
Proposed Parking Lot 

Written Comments 
Marlin Saligumba 

King Farm Community 
Garden 
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8.     Special Presentations  

 
Principal Planner, Sheila Bashiri provided a brief presentation and introduced Anita Neal Powell, Chair 
of the Rockville Historic District Commission, who presented the Historic District Common’s Annual 
Report.  
 
The Historic District Commission (HDC) is pleased to present its Annual Report to the Mayor and 
Council. This Annual Report covers accomplishments from Fiscal Year 2025 (July 1, 2024 –June 30, 
2025) and the objectives and goals looking forward to Fiscal Year 2026 (July 1, 2025  
June 30, 2026). 
 
The HDC conducts monthly public meetings that allow for testimony from staff, applicants, and 
any member of the public who wishes to testify. In FY25, the HDC moved from virtual meetings 
to hybrid meetings, allowing commissioners and members of the public to participate in person 
at City Hall or virtually via Webex. 
 
Major accomplishments of the HDC for Fiscal Year 2025 include: 
 

• Conducted 10 meetings. 

• Reviewed and approved 5 Certificate of Approval applications. 

• Conducted 3 Evaluation of Significance Reviews for the purpose of demolition. 

• Submitted 1 Map Amendment Application to Mayor and Council for historic designation 

• consideration. 

• Received 10 Montgomery County Tax Credit applications for processing. 
 
The actions set forth in the Work Plan will help to update and improve Rockville’s preservation 
programming. Some of the proposed amendments to the historic preservation section of the 
Zoning Ordinance outlined in the Work Plan include: 
 

• Administrative Approvals; 

• Evaluation of Significance Reviews; 

• Demolition by Neglect; 

• Historic Property Maintenance; and 

• Historic Property Delisting. 
 

Through the Zoning Ordinance Rewrite process, currently underway, staff and the HDC will be 
assessing potential changes to the Zoning Ordinance to address these topics. 
 
Questions from the Mayor and Council were addressed by the Historic District Commission members 
and City staff. The Mayor and Council provided their thoughts, comments and continued support. 
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FURTHER DISCUSSION 
October 6, 2025, Agenda item 8 
https://rockvillemd.granicus.com/player/clip/5129?view_id=2&redirect=true  
Timestamp 1:18:25 
 

9.      Consent Agenda  
 
A.   Adoption of a Resolution to Adopt Rockville’s 2026 State Legislative Priorities 

and Legislative Bond Initiatives for the Maryland General Assembly Session to 
Begin on January 14 and End on April 13, 2026 

 
Councilmember Izola Shaw moved to approve consent agenda item A.    
 

 RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Izola Shaw, Councilmember   
SECONDER: Marissa Valeri, Councilmember 
IN FAVOR: Mayor Ashton, Councilmember Fulton, Councilmember Jackson, Councilmember 

Myles, Councilmember Shaw, Councilmember Valeri, Councilmember Van Grack 

 
10.     Public Hearing - NONE  
 
11.    Action Items  
 

A.  Adoption of an Ordinance to Amend City Code Section 23-47, Permit Issuance, 
Fee, Term, Etc. to Expand Residential Parking Permit Eligibility and Provide a 
Mechanism for the City Manager to Grant Exceptions  
 

Principal Transportation Planner, Bryan Barnett-Woods, provided a brief overview of the changes to 
Code Section 23-47. Specifically relating to residents who are not currently eligible for residential 
parking.  
 
Staff recommends the Mayor and Council introduce the proposed ordinance. If the Mayor and 
Council wishes to proceed with adoption of the ordinance at the same meeting, the ordinance 
should first be introduced and then a motion should be made to waive the layover period. If 
the motion to waive the layover period is approved by an affirmative vote of six or more 
members of the Mayor and Council, a motion to adopt the ordinance may then proceed.  
 
The proposed amendment will modify Chapter 23, “Traffic,” Article II, “Stopping, Standing and 
Parking,” Division 2, “Permit Parking for Residents,” Section 23-47, “Permit Issuance, Fee, Term, 
Etc.,” of the Rockville City Code. The amendment will also add a new subsection to Section 23- 
47, “Permit Issuance, Fee, Term, Etc.,” of the Rockville City Code. 
 
City Code Section 23-47, “Permit Issuance, Fee, Term, Etc.,” provides direction for issuing 

https://rockvillemd.granicus.com/player/clip/5129?view_id=2&redirect=true
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residential parking permits, installing parking permit area signage, determining the validity of 
the permit and establishing a fee for the permit. 
 
The current code provides that, “Permits shall be issued only to persons residing on the 
property immediately adjacent to a street or road within the parking permit area.” 
 
The proposed amendment expands the eligibility to allow residents to obtain 
residential parking permits if they live on streets with prohibited parking and the nearest 
streets are permit-restricted. 
A review of existing streets with prohibited on-street parking and nearby streets with permit restricted 
on-street parking indicates approximately 100 properties city-wide would become 
eligible. 
 
Questions from the Mayor and Council were addressed by staff.  
 
The Mayor and Council provided their thoughts and comments. 
 
Councilmember David Myles introduced the ordinance to Amend City Code Section 23-47, Permit 
Issuance, Fee, Term, Etc. to Expand Residential Parking Permit Eligibility and Provide a Mechanism for 
the City Manager to Grant Exception.  
 
Councilmember Kate Fulton moved to waive the layover period.     
 

 RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Kate Fulton, Councilmember   
SECONDER: Isola Shaw, Councilmember 
IN FAVOR: Mayor Ashton, Councilmember Fulton, Councilmember Jackson, Councilmember 

Myles, Councilmember Shaw, Councilmember Van Grack 
OPPOSED: Marissa Valeri 

 
Councilmember Kate Fulton moved to adopt the ordinance to Amend City Code Section 23-47, Permit 
Issuance, Fee, Term, Etc. to Expand Residential Parking Permit Eligibility and Provide a Mechanism for 
the City Manager to Grant Exception. 
 

 RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Kate Fulton, Councilmember   
SECONDER: Barry Jackson, Councilmember 
IN FAVOR: Mayor Ashton, Councilmember Fulton, Councilmember Jackson, Councilmember 

Myles, Councilmember Shaw, Councilmember Van Grack 
OPPOSED: Marissa Valeri 
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FURTHER DISCUSSION 
October 6, 2025, Agenda item 11A. 
https://rockvillemd.webex.com/webappng/sites/rockvillemd/recording/c8beac3ca98d4c8b80e438ae2
f368126/playback  
Timestamp 1:25:50 
 
12.     Worksession  

 
A. Montgomery County Public Schools Twinbrook Elementary School Feasibility Study 

Presentation 
 
Adrian Saunders, Project Manager, Division of Planning, Design and Constructions for Montgomery 
County Public Schools introduced Julie Morris, Director Planning and Construction, Robin O’Harra, 
Senior Planner from Montgomery County, and Architects Cooper Carry who provided an overview of 
the Twinbrook Elementary School Feasibility Study.  
  
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Council discuss the feasibility study and direct staff accordingly 
following the discussion. Following the Mayor and Council discussion, staff will draft a letter to MCPS 
conveying the Mayor and Council's direction. 
 
The purpose of this work session is for the Montgomery County Public Schools Department of 
Planning and Construction, Division of Facilities Management, to formally present the 
Twinbrook Elementary School Feasibility study progress to the Mayor and Council. The 
presentation and feedback from the Mayor and Council are part of MCPS’s feasibility study 
community engagement process. 
MCPS staff has three questions in which they seek feedback from the Mayor and Council: 
 
1) Of the approaches outlined in the Feasibility Study, does the Mayor and Council have a 
preferred approach they would like to endorse, should the project be selected to 
advance into design? 
 
2) Recognizing that the Feasibility Study is complete, are there additional site or building 
considerations the Mayor and Council would like MCPS to be aware of, should the 
project be selected to advance into design? 
 
3) The Twinbrook community has expressed that the existing Community-Sized 
Gymnasium is a valued asset they would like to see retained. This size exceeds the 
standard MCPS Educational Specifications for an elementary school gymnasium. Should 
the project be selected to advance into design and the Replacement option identified as 
the approach, would the Mayor and Council be supportive of the City of Rockville 
covering the additional costs required to provide a larger, Community-Sized 
Gymnasium? 
 
The Superintendent’s recommendations for the FY2027 Capital Budget and the FY2027-2032 

https://rockvillemd.webex.com/webappng/sites/rockvillemd/recording/c8beac3ca98d4c8b80e438ae2f368126/playback
https://rockvillemd.webex.com/webappng/sites/rockvillemd/recording/c8beac3ca98d4c8b80e438ae2f368126/playback
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will be released on October 13, 2027. The next steps will not be determined until the County Council 
adopts the FY 2027 Capital Budget and FY 2027-2032 Capital Improvements Program. 
 
FURTHER DISCUSSION 
October 10, 2025, Agenda item 12A. 
https://rockvillemd.granicus.com/player/clip/5129?view_id=2&redirect=true Timestamp 1:21:20 
 

B. Zoning Ordinance Rewrite (ZOR) Work Session – Review of Remaining Topics: Amenity 
Space, Landscaping, Signs, Nonconformities Findings, Subdivision and Plats, 
Neighborhood Conservation Plans, Historic Preservation and Recommended Rezoning 
Near the Twinbrook Metro Station 

 
Jim Wasilak, Chief of Zoning, Katie Gerbes, Chief of Long Range Planning, Holly Simmons, Deputy 
Zoning Manager, provided an overview of the 5th in a series of the Zoning Ordinance Rewrite. It is 
expected that this is the final Worksession on rewrite.  
 
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Council hold a work session to discuss and provide direction 
on the ongoing Zoning Ordinance Rewrite (ZOR) and Comprehensive Map Amendment (CMA). 
 
The city is undertaking a comprehensive rewrite of the city’s Zoning Ordinance to modernize this 
chapter of the city code so that it better accommodates the changing living, working, and 
recreation trends of the 21st century. In conjunction with the Zoning Ordinance Rewrite, the 
city’s zoning map will be updated through a Comprehensive Map Amendment that will 
implement the rezonings recommended in the Rockville 2040 Comprehensive Plan. 
The following objectives have been identified for the project: 
 

•  Implement many of the recommended land use actions identified in the Rockville 2040 

•  Comprehensive Plan, including implementing the Plan’s zoning recommendations. 

•  Accomplish goals from the city’s ongoing FAST Initiative, making the development review 
  and permitting process Faster, Accountable, Smarter, and Transparent. 

•  Incorporate planning and zoning best practices that have become common in the field of 
  urban planning and in other similarly situated communities. 

•  Incorporate the city’s commitment to equity, resilience, and sustainability, as described 
  in the 2021 Mayor and Council social justice resolution and the 2022 Climate Action Plan. 

•  Ensure compliance with current federal and state regulations. 

•  Create a modern ordinance that can accommodate the changing living, working, and 
  lifestyles of the 21st century. 
  Create a user-friendly, accessible, and well-organized document that provides 
  appropriate graphics and information to aid in its understanding. 

 
The September 29 work session is intended to focus on the following elements of the ongoing 
ZOR and CMA project: 
 

https://rockvillemd.granicus.com/player/clip/5129?view_id=2&redirect=true
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•  Amenity space 

•  Landscaping 

•  Nonconformities 

•  Signs 

•  Subdivision 

•  Historic Preservation 
Authorization to file the zoning text amendment and comprehensive map amendment is planned 
for December 2025. 
 
This project also builds on and furthers the goals and policies established through the 
Rockville 2040 Comprehensive Plan. Extensive outreach and engagement were conducted over a 
period of five years to inform the Rockville 2040 Plan. 
 
The adoption process for both ZOR and CMA is planned to begin with the Authorization to File 
the Zoning Text Amendment and Comprehensive Map Amendment, scheduled for December 1, 
2025, with public hearings and work sessions by the Planning Commission and Mayor and Council 
in early 2026 prior to adoption. 
  
FURTHER DISCUSSION 
October 10, 2025, Agenda item 12B. 
https://rockvillemd.granicus.com/player/clip/5129?view_id=2&redirect=true Timestamp 1:21:20 
 

13.     Mock Agenda  
 
There is a six-month agenda planning calendar posted to the city agenda landing page. 
 

14.     Old / New Business  
 
The Mayor will be at the Metropolitan Council of Governments Transportation Board meeting next 
week. There will be a discussion on toll lanes and their effect on jurisdictions. Follow-up information 
will be sent to the Council.  
 

15.     Adjournment  
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:11 p.m.  
 

 RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: David Myles, Councilmember  
SECONDER: Barry Jackson, Councilmember 
IN FAVOR: Mayor Ashton, Councilmember Fulton, Councilmember Jackson, Councilmember 

Myles, Councilmember Shaw, Councilmember Valeri, Councilmember Van Grack 

 

 
 

https://rockvillemd.granicus.com/player/clip/5129?view_id=2&redirect=true

