
Town Center Master Plan Update 
Parking Reduction Research 

 
At the December 9 work session, the Mayor and Council requested a list of articles 
supporting the reduction or elimination of parking minimums and the impact that can have 
on housing affordability. The following list includes articles from sources explaining this 
trend, as well as case studies throughout the country that have benefitted from the 
reduction or elimination of parking requirements.  
 

Articles: 

• U.S. cities are getting rid of parking minimums : NPR (National Public Radio, 2024) 
• Parking minimums are a barrier to housing development - Smart Growth America 

(Smart Growth America, 2024) 
• Open Letter: Abolish Parking Minimums - Providence Streets Coalition (Providence 

Streets Coalition, 2024) 
• How Eliminating Parking Minimums Actually Makes Cities Better | Article | EESI 

(Environmental and Energy Study Institute, 2021) 
• People Over Parking (American Planning Association, 2018) 
• Hidden Costs and Deadweight Losses: Bundled Parking and Residential Rents in 

the Metropolitan United States (C.J. Gabbe & Gregory Pierce, 2017) 
o This is a research study conducted that found that the inclusion of garage 

parking in multifamily buildings results in a 17% increase in rental rates. This 
study was specifically requested during the December 9 work session.  

Case Studies: 

• Cambridge Eliminates Parking Minimums, Reduces Development Costs | Cato at 
Liberty Blog  (2022) 

• Montgomery County Moves to Eliminate Parking Mandates | Planetizen News (2023) 
• Richmond Poised to Repeal Parking Minimums | Planetizen News (2023) 
• Pittsburgh Mayor Proposes Zoning Changes to Curb Housing Shortage | Planetizen 

News (2024) 
• Eliminate Parking Minimums - Propel ATL 
• Eugene Ends Parking Minimums | Planetizen News (2023) 
• Researchers Flaunt the Benefits of Reduced Minimum Parking Requirements | 

Planetizen News (2020) 
• LA Parking Reform is Bearing Fruit | Planetizen News (2024) 

 

https://www.npr.org/2024/01/02/1221366173/u-s-cities-drop-parking-space-minimums-development#:~:text=Asphalt%20traps%20heat%20and%20creates,can%20cost%20$50%2C000%20or%20more.&text=One%202017%20study%20found%20that,unit%20by%20about%2017%20percent.
https://smartgrowthamerica.org/parking-minimums-are-a-barrier-to-housing-development/
https://pvdstreets.org/abolish-parking-minimums/#:~:text=Parking%20is%20extremely%20expensive%20to%20build%2C%20with%20an%20average%20surface,driving%20Providence%27s%20unprecedented%20housing%20crisis.
https://www.eesi.org/articles/view/how-eliminating-parking-actually-makes-cities-better#:~:text=Parking%20requirements%20raise%20rent%20prices,of%20rent%20by%2017%20percent.
https://www.planning.org/planning/2018/oct/peopleoverparking/
https://scholarcommons.scu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1040&context=ess
https://scholarcommons.scu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1040&context=ess
https://www.cato.org/blog/cambridge-eliminates-parking-minimums-improve-affordability#:~:text=But%20more%20importantly%20from%20the,spaces%20in%20the%20first%20place.
https://www.cato.org/blog/cambridge-eliminates-parking-minimums-improve-affordability#:~:text=But%20more%20importantly%20from%20the,spaces%20in%20the%20first%20place.
https://www.planetizen.com/news/2023/12/126560-montgomery-county-moves-eliminate-parking-mandates
https://www.planetizen.com/news/2023/04/122693-richmond-poised-repeal-parking-minimums
https://www.planetizen.com/news/2024/10/131973-pittsburgh-mayor-proposes-zoning-changes-curb-housing-shortage
https://www.planetizen.com/news/2024/10/131973-pittsburgh-mayor-proposes-zoning-changes-curb-housing-shortage
https://www.letspropelatl.org/parking_minimum#:~:text=Off%2Dstreet%20minimum%20parking%20requirements%20increase%20both%20the,unit%20by%20reducing%20the%20achievable%20development%20density.&text=According%20to%20the%20national%20American%20Housing%20Survey%2C,by%20about%20$142%20per%20month%2C%20or%2017%.
https://www.planetizen.com/news/2023/12/126570-eugene-ends-parking-minimums
https://www.planetizen.com/news/2020/12/111404-researchers-flaunt-benefits-reduced-minimum-parking-requirements
https://www.planetizen.com/news/2020/12/111404-researchers-flaunt-benefits-reduced-minimum-parking-requirements
https://www.planetizen.com/news/2024/04/128643-la-parking-reform-bearing-fruit

