
Dear Members of the Historic District Commission, 

I, Brenda Crutchfied, am writing to respectfully urge the Commission to deny any request 
to demolish the 24 Martins Lane property and to give full consideration to its preservation. 
It is part of the living story of African American history and my family history within the City 
of Rockville. Once such places are destroyed, the community loses an irreplaceable 
connection to the people, struggles, achievements, and daily lives that shaped our 
community better known as Haiti. 

Rockville’s African American history is deeply rooted in neighborhoods, burial grounds, and 
family homes that speak to generations of resilience, community-building, education, and 
civic life. Across Rockville, preserved historic places have helped document stories of 
segregation, neighborhood formation, and the longstanding presence of Black families and 
institutions. Given that I grew up in Rockville, I understand the significance of preserving 
the African American community. I grew up in Lincoln Park and when I got married, I moved 
to Haiti community.  In the Spring of 2004, The Mayor and Council of Rockville erected a 
sign for the Haiti-Martins Lane Community.  The sign states this neighborhood was 
established in the 1830’s. 24 Martins Lane is the central property of the Haiti community 
which was owed by Samuel Martin who was a freed black man. All the properties are 
owned by my family. Haiti community is also located near Carver Education Service Center 
which was the only black high school during segregation in Montgomery County and is 
designated as a historical site. 

To access this property, there is a shared ingress and egress that is owned by my family. My 
husband and brother-in-law created this path for family members to use to access 22 and 
24 Martins Lane.  22 Martins Lane has been declared historical by the City of Rockville 
which is considered the homeplace. In 1909, 24 Martins Lane was built for my in-laws. The 
landscape and the interior of the property were beautiful. My husband and I lived in this 
property at the beginning of our marriage. It is very unfortunate that the City of Rockville did 
not declare 24 Martins Lane historical the same time that 22 Martins Lane was declared. 
The City of Rockville has pictures of me and my family for the historical significance of the 
African American family. The pictures were displayed in the Rockville Library. Located less 
than mile away is the Haiti Cemetery which is a historical black cemetery that former 
slaves are buried. 

If the 24 Martins Lane is demolished, it would greatly affect the historical significance of 
the Haiti Community and the surrounding 5 properties. The surrounding properties were all 
owned by family, Crutchfield’s and Prather’s. The property still has good bones and will be 
able to be restored. If given the opportunity, my family and I will restore the property. 



Brenda Crutchfield 
 

Rockville, MD 20850 
 





Sincerely,

Gretchen Crutchfield

Rockville, MD 20850

 

 



Dear Members of the Historic District Commission, 

I am writing to respectfully urge the Commission to deny any request to demolish the 24 
Martins Lane property and to give full consideration to its preservation. This site represents 
more than a structure alone; it is part of the living story of African American history and my 
family history within the City of Rockville. Once such places are destroyed, the community 
loses an irreplaceable connection to the people, struggles, achievements, and daily lives 
that shaped our community better known as Haiti. 

Rockville’s African American history is deeply rooted in neighborhoods, burial grounds, and 
family homes that speak to generations of resilience, community-building, education, and 
civic life. Across Rockville, preserved historic places have helped document stories of 
segregation, neighborhood formation, and the longstanding presence of Black families and 
institutions. In the Spring of 2004, The Mayor and Council of Rockville erected a sign for the 
Haiti-Martins Lane Community (see sign below).  The sign states this neighborhood was 
established in the 1830’s. 24 Martins Lane is the central property of the Haiti community 
which was owed by Samuel Martin who was a freed black man (see graphic below). The 
land was subdivided into three adjacent properties, 16 Martins Lane, 20, Martins Lane and 
22 Martins. All the properties are owned by my family. Once 24 Martins Lane was sold, I 
was not given a chance to purchase the property to restore it back to its original beauty.  

To access this property, there is a shared ingress and egress that is owned by my family. My 
father and uncle created this path for family members to use to access 22 and 24 Martins 
Lane.  22 Martins Lane has been declared historical by the City of Rockville which is 
considered the homeplace. In 1909, 24 Martins Lane was built for my grandparents to live. 
The landscape and the interior of the property were beautiful. My cousin owns 16 Martins 
Lane, and my cousin currently lives at 22 Martins Lane. Growing up my cousins and I were 
able to run between houses. It is very unfortunate that the City of Rockville did not declare 
24 Martins Lane historical the same time that 22 Martins Lane was declared. The City of 
Rockville has pictures of me and my family for the historical significance of the African 
American family. The pictures were displayed in the Rockville Library. Located less than 
mile away is the Haiti Cemetery which is a historical black cemetery that former slaves are 
buried. 

If the 24 Martins Lane is demolished, it would greatly affect the historical significance of 
the Haiti Community and the surrounding 5 properties. The surrounding properties were all 
owned by family, Crutchfield’s and Prather’s. The property still has good bones and will be 
able to be restored. If given the opportunity, my family and I will restore the property. 



I respectfully ask the Commission to protect this property from demolition and consider 
any available path toward preservation or designation.  

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 
LaShane Crutchfield 

 



Rockville, MD 20850 
 



Dear Members of the Historic District Commission, 

I, Nicole Crutchfield, am writing to respectfully urge the Commission to deny any request to 
demolish the 24 Martins Lane property and to give full consideration to its preservation. It is 
part of the living story of African American history and my family history within the City of 
Rockville. Once such places are destroyed, the community loses an irreplaceable 
connection to the people, struggles, achievements, and daily lives that shaped our 
community better known as Haiti. 

In the Spring of 2004, The Mayor and Council of Rockville erected a sign for the Haiti-
Martins Lane Community (see sign below).  The sign states this neighborhood was 
established in the 1830’s. 24 Martins Lane is the central property of the Haiti community 
which was owed by Samuel Martin who was a freed black man. The land was subdivided 
into three adjacent properties, 16 Martins Lane, 20, Martins Lane and 22 Martins. All the 
properties are owned by my family.  

To access this property, there is a shared ingress and egress that is owned by my family. My 
father and uncle created this path for family members to use to access 22 and 24 Martins 
Lane.  22 Martins Lane has been declared historical by the City of Rockville which is 
considered the homeplace. In 1909, 24 Martins Lane was built for my grandparents to live. 
The landscape and the interior of the property were beautiful. My cousin owns 16 Martins 
Lane, and my cousin currently lives at 22 Martins Lane. Growing up my cousins and I were 
able to run between houses. It is very unfortunate that the City of Rockville did not declare 
24 Martins Lane historical the same time that 22 Martins Lane was declared. The City of 
Rockville has pictures of me and my family for the historical significance of the African 
American family. The pictures were displayed in the Rockville Library. Located less than 
mile away is the Haiti Cemetery which is a historical black cemetery that former slaves are 
buried. 

If the 24 Martins Lane is demolished, it would greatly affect the historical significance of 
the Haiti Community and the surrounding 5 properties. The surrounding properties were all 
owned by family, Crutchfield’s and Prather’s. The property still has good bones and will be 
able to be restored. If given the opportunity, my family and I will restore the property. 



 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Nicole Crutchfield 
 

Rockville, MD 20850 
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June 16, 2026 
 
David Hill 

. 
Rockville, MD  20850 

 
Peter Fosselman, Chair 
Historic District Commission 
City of Rockville 
City Hall, Planning Dept. 
111 Maryland Ave., 20850 
[transmitted electronically] 
 
Re:  For HDC meeting of June 18, written testimony for 2026-331-EOS (24 Martins Lane) 
 
 
Dear Chairman Fosselman, Commissioners and Staff, 
 
Please enter the attached written testimony into the record of the subject HDC matter and 
consider its argument(s) and conclusion.  While I attended the original May 16 HDC 
meeting intending to testify so at that time, I am unable to attend the deferred June 18 
meeting.  While I still wish to support the Crutchfield family and Haiti Community in this 
matter with my observations and rationale to you. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
David Hill 
 
Former Interim Commissioner, MoCo Planning Board & MNCPPC 
Former Commissioner (inc. Chair), City of Rockville, Planning Commission 
Former Commissioner, City of Rockville, 2006 RORZOR Commission [zoning re-write] 
Former Co-Chair, City of Rockville, 2002 Charter Review Commission 
Former Commissioner (inc. Chair), City of Rockville, Board of Appeals 
Former Officer & Director, Peerless Rockville 
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This testimony pertaining to HDC 2026-331-EOS for 24 Martins Lane addresses three 
points: 
 
 
1) Illogic 
 

a. The matter before and in the bailiwick of the HDC is historical significance, 
not the end consideration of a demolition permit.  The crux of what the 
applicant is applying for and staff is recommending in their report, is that the 
condition of the structure on the property is poor and therefore the HDC 
should not find the property to have historical significance.   That is taking 
procedural liberty (a short cut) to an eventual approval desired by the 
applicant to make way for other development plans.  A potentially historically 
significant property may be both significant and have structures in poor 
condition at the same time.  I propose that is the case here.  The HDC role in 
this process is to pass judgement on historical significance, not structural 
integrity alone or predominating. 

b. It appears uncontroversial that under City of Rockville ordinance relative to 
Historic Resources, Exhibit C, Critieria, Historic[al] Significance, all four of 
the required criteria are met.  Staff finds and recommends so.  I suggest the 
mentioned support for item C, could go further beyond Samuel Martin, as 
later members of the Haiti community are historical figures as well in City 
history.  Is there anything else relevant for the HDC to conclude this is a 
historically significant property?  All the criteria under this direct category are 
met.  Staff also finds criteria A, and I argue below also criteria E, seem 
fulfilled in the supporting “Architectural, Design, and Landscape 
Significance” criteria.  Leaving a net preponderance of all criteria fulfilled.  
This is a strong outcome that this property is indeed historically significant 
(since only one criteria could produce a favorable recommendation by the 
HDC).  I further point out that to make the overriding position by applicant 
and staff that poor structural condition trumps historical criteria is not 
explicit in the definition of “Integrity” in the same section: “the authenticity of 
a property's historic identity, evidenced by the survival of physical 
characteristics….”  First this refers to a property, not just the foremost 
structure.  Second, this property does have further characteristics than just 
the house focused upon [see below for more]. 

 
2) Historical Integrity of the Haiti Community 

 
While historically the Haiti Community was formed in three chunks, well described in 
the staff report, the modern orientation of structures devolves to two nodes: along 
Martins Lane (with Bickford Ave.) and along North Street (with McClane Ct.)  The large 
parcel and mostly open landscaping of 24 Martins Lane, plus the private drive access 



Written testimony for 2026-331-EOS (24 Martins Lane), HDC Meeting, June 18, 2026 
Davd Hill, ., Rockville, MD  20850       
 

2 
 

nearby, is the glue between these two nodes.  This is critical to the contiguity of the Haiti 
Community.  Create a barrier to sight lines and casual movement by and through this 
property leaves the Haiti Community fractured in two.  I foresee that North Street+ will 
ostensibly become part of West End and a curtailed Haiti will survive only along Martins 
Lane (impoverished spatially by the perceptual reduction).  The extant Haiti Historic 
District will similarly have trouble with relevance.  From this observation, I assert that 
criteria E under “Architectural, Design, and Landscape Significance” should be 
answered in the affirmative.  Indeed the mostly open landscaping (or even historic 
trees, bushes and plantings) does “Represents an established visual feature of the 
neighborhood or City because of its physical characteristics or landscape 
components.”  This is not to say that no to scale and similar density structures might be 
built on this large parcel, yet they require proportion and spacing to hold together the 
nodes of the Haiti Community. 
 

3) Future Replacement Development 
 

While considering future development to the site is a forward looking perspective, I 
suggest that overriding historical criteria to approve demolition is equally forward 
looking, so equitably inbounds now for passing consideration.  The worst outcome here 
would be demolition of even poor condition historic fabric without a viable way forward.  
A first technical zoning problem exists in building anything residential on this parcel.  
Such requires public right-of-way access and commensurate with its density.  The 
tenuous property stem at the NE corner may be inadequate for density and forms a new 
pipestem situation.  Pipestem development was prohibited without exacting waiver 
under the Giamo administration of the City.  I have lost track of its current status, but 
someone should investigate.  Further and larger, It takes little imagination to foresee 
what is proposed and likely as replacement development.  You must only look to the 
tight, urban textured townhouses contiguous to Hiati at Martins Lane Square and Ivy 
League Square.  These urban density townhouses are indeed the ostensible target of 
near Town Center housing policy and national trends.  However, such is in tension with 
the historical texture of the Haiti community as outlined in #2 above.  Tight sticks of 
three story plus townhouses will be a visual wall and dividing force through the center 
of the Haiti Historic District (as described above).  Which will the City prioritize is 
beyond the purview of the HDC.  Your role is to pronounce on whether historical 
significance is at stake in an anticipated demolition permit decision which will carry 
forward to further infill development.  Not to make a prejudged outcome for the larger 
housing and planning decisions that should be informed by your recommendation on 
impact on historical resources (bringing this testimony full circle). 
 

Thank you for your attention and consideration. 












































