Minutes for RBAC Meeting: Wednesday, July 8, 2026
7:00 — 9:00 pm, Webex

In attendance: Wendy Aaronson, Bryan Barnett-Woods, Nancy Breen, Olivia Brobowsky;
Sophie Chan-Wood, Ethan Cohen, Lynda Honberg, Jake Jakubek, Chris Neary, Max
Silverstone, Larry Soler, Jonathan Solomon, Dave Stinchcomb and Tracy Threefoot.

At 7:05 pm, Jake welcomed everyone and announced that this meeting will be recorded. He
requested approval of minutes from last month’s meeting. Jonathan motioned to approve the
minutes as amended. Lynda seconded. All approved.

Suggestions to add the meeting URL in the email announcement in addition to the link in the
agenda PDF and Word doc.

City Update (Bryan Barnett-Woods)

1) In June, the audit was completed for 30 intersections to address safety concerns and
improvements; Report available online: https://www.rockvillemd.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2026/07/Rockville-SS4A-VZ-Intersection-Audits-Report-no-
appendices.pdf

2) Rollins Avenue Complete Streets Study report online: https://www.rockvillemd.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2026/07/Rollins-Avenue-Report-Final-Report 2026-06-30_no-
appendices.pdf Focuses on traffic calming measures and pedestrian/biking safety.

3) Lewis Avenue Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvement report looks at existing conditions:
https://www.rockvillemd.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Rockville-Lewis-Ave-Bike-
and-Ped-Existing-Conditions-Report-06.15.26.pdf

4) Met with MDOT SHA about Wootton Pkwy and Falls Rd — improvements on visibility
with no-turn on red and yield to pedestrians signs.

5) Veirs Mill and Atlantic Ave — curb extensions will be removed for future bus lanes;
hardening left turns; removing pedestrian medians

6) Connecting the Rock Creek Trail to Twinbrook Trail — longer project for County

7) Study and design moving forward for shared use path on First and Taft Streets to
connect Maryvale and RedGate Parks.

8) Bike lanes on Fleet and Monroe Streets — waiting to hear back from SHA/FHWA

9) Application for LAB submitted on June 17 — doing more for biking now than we did four
years ago

Open Street maps should reflect 25 mph in the City of Rockville. Bryan will discuss this with
Dave to figure out the procedure.

Yale Place Connection (Max Silverstone)
1) College Park neighborhood approved this connection but they didn’t want a road nor
connections into community. This connection stayed in the Bicycle Master Plan for
increased improvement for pedestrian and bicycle use only.

Shared Use Path Signage (Max Silverstone)
1) Make motorists be more aware of cyclists when turning right and not looking right, only
looking left for cars. Signs placed on shared-use path intersections only. Bryan can
look at best practices for these situations.




2) Education process for cyclists also — slow down when coming to an intersection on
shared-use paths

Advocacy for support for Safety Yield Legistration (Guest speaker: Larry Soler)

1) Larry introduced himself as a MoCo resident and volunteer with Bike Maryland
advocating on this issue — which allows cyclists to treat a stop sign like a yield only
when intersection is clear and safe to proceed. This allows cyclists to move quickly
across, keep momentum and be more visible to motorists.

2) Thirteen states approved this such as DC and Delaware. Currently illegal in Maryland
for cyclists to yield at stop signs. Stats show less accidents with this legislation (see
attached fact sheets).

3) Larry is seeking help to get law enforcement to support this — Bryan will invite Chief
West to an upcoming RBAC meeting but he also reminded us that as a committee we
need to bring state policy issues to the Mayor and City Council.

Chris Neary, a Rockville resident, would be happy to help support these efforts.

Table at Senior Wellness Day (Jake Jakubek)
1) Wendy and Lynda can be the points of contact and tag team during event
2) Tuesday, September 1 from 11 am to 2 pm at Senior Center
3) Dave will ask RPAC to see if they want to participate too.
4) Jake will send contact form to Wendy and Dave for Cheryl at Senior Center

2026 Bike Rides (Sophie Chan-Wood)

1) Tuesday night rides going well... thank you to everyone who have been helping!

2) Updated Google doc with volunteers:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/18SzKvdeNcipnn8fmXpPGaZ1umfnzp9xWcsD
-wtS-7gY/edit?pli=1&gid=0#gid=0

3) National Ice Cream Day Ride on Sunday, July 19 — originally a Carl Henn Millennium
Trail ride but Brenda from Trek Rockville asked if we can partnership. Starting at Trek
at 11:30 am to go to Mimi’s Homemade for ice cream and ride back. Nancy and
possibly Jonathan can help. Brenda will promote thru Eventbrite and her own list as
well.

4) Jake will lead a canal towpath ride on Sunday, August 2 starting 11 am at Riley’s Lock.
Nancy and Ethan can help. Tuesday night rides look good.

5) Visit Montgomery has a Legacy Passport program where you check-in at 8 locations
to receive a t-shirt. Brenda suggested a 30 to 40 mile route in MoCo but | suggested
shorter 24 or 19 mile route. Sophie suggested two ride dates in August in order to earn
a t-shirt: August 9 and 23. Nancy, Wendy and Jake offered to volunteer. These long
routes are hilly so may not be good for beginner riders.

RPAC Liaison Update (Dave Stinchcomb)

1) Police report included pedestrian/cyclist crashes on northbound/southbound sidewalks.
They are aware that cyclists and pedestrians are going the opposite way of traffic on
sidewalks. This may be likely be dangerous going wrong way of traffic although not
always realistic.




Family Bike Festival (Jake Jakubek)

1) Update in Shannon’s absence: 5 bike shops attending; 8 groups represented like City of
Rockville, RBAC, RBH, Bikes for the World, Ride For Your Life, WABA and MCDOT

2) Welcoming all volunteers to come on Sunday, September 27 from 11 am to 3 pm; let
Shannon know if you can come

3) Jonathan suggested a smoothie vendor who comes with ingredients and attendees can
spin a bike to make the smoothie. Contact Peter at WABA to see if they would pay for
this vendor since this a WABA event.

August social event (Jake Jakubek)
1) August 5 meeting will be at Silver Branch Beerworks off W. Gude at 7 pm to 9 pm. We
can conduct a little business but will be mostly informal. Wendy will reserve the back
room so invite all family and friends to join.

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Sophie Chan-Wood
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Maryland Safety Yield for Bicyclists

What is Maryland Safety Yield?

o

o O O O

A legislative bill that allows a person riding a bicycle to treat a stop sign as a yield sign only when the
intersection is clear and it is safe to proceed.

Requires bicyclists to yield to pedestrians and all other traffic with the right of way.

Does not allow reckless riding or ignoring traffic conditions.

Maintains full penalties for unsafe behavior or failure to yield.

Legislation has overwhelmingly passed the Maryland House of Delegates twice: 2024 by119-13
margin and 2025 by 126-11 margin.

Why is Safety Yield Safer Than Current Practice?

o

National Highway Traffic and Safety Administration (NHTSA) reported that Delaware and Idaho have
shown significant decreases in crashes at stop-controlled intersections' and notes that these laws
'showed added safety benefits for bicyclists in States where they were evaluated, and may positively
affect the environment, traffic, and transportation.

According to Delaware State Police, Delaware experienced a 23% reduction in bicycle crashes at stop-
controlled intersections after adopting its law.!

Cyclists are often most vulnerable when starting from a dead stop in intersections, where balance,
acceleration, and visibility are reduced.

Maintaining momentum improves stability and reduces unnecessary weaving or wobbling while
restarting.

Why Maryland Should Pass This Law

o

A dozen states and jurisdictions have already adopted versions of Safety Yield laws, including two
jurisdictions that border Maryland: Delaware and Washington DC, as well as Colorado, Oregon, Utah,
Washington, Arkansas, North Dakota, Oklahoma, New Mexico and Minnesota. South Carolina’s
safety yield was signed into law in 2026.

Cyclists are already forced to choose between unsafe legal compliance (full stops reduce balance and
visibility) or safer practical adaptation (rolling yields). Safety Yield lets us align law with biomechanics
and road safety.

A bicycle is not a 4,000-pound motor vehicle and should not always be regulated identically.

Bicycles have unique biomechanical constraints. Starting from a dead stop requires 2-3 seconds of
acceleration and balance recovery, during which cyclists lose visibility and stability. Safety Yield
reduces the time cyclists spend in the vulnerable intersection startup phase, improving safety outcomes.

Bottom Line

Safety Yield is a low-cost, evidence-based policy that recognizes the biomechanical differences between
bicycles and motor vehicles while maintaining full penalty authority. Maryland can join more than a dozen
states and neighboring DC in this proven approach, reducing bicycle crashes by up to 23% while removing
barriers to safe cycling and supporting sustainable transportation goals. No state that has passed a Safety
Yield law has ever repealed it—this is the strongest evidence that these laws are safe and durable.

1 https://www.bikede.org/delaware-yield-crash-data/#page-content
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Data Shows Safety Yield Legislation Reduces Bike Crashes

Delaware (2017) faced significant initial opposition from some local officials and residents who raised
safety concerns. However, after 30 months of data collection, Delaware State Police reported a 23%
reduction in bicycle crashes at stop-controlled intersections—demonstrating that safety fears were not
supported by real-world outcomes. The law eventually became permanent, and Delaware now serves as
a proven model for Maryland. 2

Idaho (1982): Idaho's original "Idaho Stop" law, enacted in 1982, has never been repealed or seriously
challenged after 44 years. A 2009 study found bicycle injuries declined by 14.5% the year after
passage, with no increase in fatalities.

Pacific Northwest Study (2023): Gonzaga University reviewed data from Idaho, Washington, and
Oregon and published a study’ that found:

o Safety Yield laws do not increase reckless behavior. Cyclists maintained better momentum through
intersections, and motorist eye-tracking showed drivers allocated more attention to approaching
cyclists after public education campaigns.

Common Questions

""Won't this increase crashes?'" Delaware and Idaho data show crashes decrease by 14-23%.
No state that passed this law has repealed it.

"What about pedestrians?' Safety Yield requires cyclists to yield to pedestrians. Existing
laws like Delaware’s law explicitly protects pedestrians, and pedestrian-bicycle crashes did
not increase after passage.

"Is this just for cyclists who want to break the law?" No. This law aligns the rule with
actual safe behavior and improves predictability for drivers who are already encountering
rolling stops.

2 https://www.bikede.org/delaware-yield-crash-data/#page-content

3 https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/70492
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Maryland Bicycle Safety Yield FAQs

What is the Bicycle Safety Yield?

The Bicycle Safety Yield permits a person riding a bike approaching a stop sign at a crossing with two or
fewer travel lanes to treat the STOP sign as if it were a YIELD sign. It requires the bike rider to slow to
a reasonable speed, yield to traffic in or approaching the intersection and then cross if there is no traffic in
or approaching the crossing and it is safe to do so. If there is traffic or it is unsafe to cross, the bike rider
must stop.

Why is it safer?

This enables a person riding a bike to cross at the safest possible time while the intersection is clear and
get across faster, straighter and more reliably than from a standing start. A person riding a bike has no
blindspots and gets clearer sight lines than a driver. Also, a moving bike rider is cognitively more visible
to drivers since the human mind is more keenly attuned to detecting moving rather than stationary objects.
MDOT provided a Letter of Information that supports this safe approach.

Does this permit people riding bikes to “blow through” the intersection?

Absolutely not! The person on the bike is required to slow, get clear sight lines and only cross if there is
no traffic approaching or in the intersection. It is a YIELD which means the bike rider must stop if it is
not clear to cross. This will align Maryland law with an established safe practice.

Has this been implemented in other states and what has been their experience?

There are more than a dozen states and the District of Columbia that have “Bicycle Safety Yield” laws on
their books, including several who have enacted these laws in the past few years. In 1982, Idaho was the
first State to pass such a law, commonly known as the “Idaho Stop Law.” After Idaho adopted the law,
bicyclist injuries from traffic crashes declined by 14.5% the following year (Bicycle Safety and Choice,
Meggs 2010). In our neighboring state, the "Delaware Yield” led to decreases in traffic crashes
involving bicyclists at stop sign intersections by 23% in the 30 months after the law’s passage
(Delaware Yield Crash Data, 2020). In December, 2024 NHTSA published a more extensive study that
supports Stop as Yield (“SAY).

How does this change the right-of-way rules and the “boulevard” rule?

The cyclist has a duty to YIELD. The drivers in the crossing road or "boulevard" (assuming there is no
4-way or 3-way stop) have the right of way. This is no different from a driver approaching a YIELD sign
from the cross street.

What about the safety of pedestrians at the crossing?

Cyclists approaching an intersection must always yield to pedestrians and that requirement is already in
Maryland transportation code. Under sec. 21-1202, a person riding a bike has all the rights and duties
required of a driver of a vehicle under Title 21, with some exceptions (i.e., otherwise specified under
code, not possible to apply to a person on a bike). Sec. 21-1202 specifically mentions that the duty to
avoid collisions with pedestrians under 21-504 applies to people riding bicycles. Under safety yield



legislation, a bike rider would also still be required to stop for a pedestrian crossing the street under 21-
502.

What about trucks and trailers approaching the crossing on the main road?

Trucks and trailers require longer time and distance to stop or slow because of their weight. By
permitting the bike rider to cross quicker, straighter and more reliably while the intersection is clear, this
will reduce the probability of a crash for all vehicles, especially heavier ones.

What about crossing roads with higher speed limits?
When a person on a bike crosses a higher speed road, it is even more important to cross faster, straighter
and more reliably while the intersection is clear and there is no approaching traffic.

What about ebikes, cargo bikes and disability assistive bikes?

A person riding an ebike, cargo bike or assistive bike is just as vulnerable as a person riding a
conventional bike and therefore should have the same legal rights and responsibilities. In fact for some of
these larger, heavier bikes, it is even more important to be able to cross at the safest time and in the safest
manner - the Bicycle Safety Yield provides this.

Does this law apply at red lights?
No, this bill only applies to stop signs. Some states have provisions to permit “Red as Stop” but this bill
is confined to stop signs, not red lights.

Does this change liability if there is a crash?

The liability should be no different than in any crash involving any types of vehicles where one vehicle
has a duty to yield and the other has the right of way. The overarching goal is to reduce the number of
crashes as experienced in other states.

How does this actually work in operation?
You can view a 1 % minute video from Delaware at this link and a more recent short video from
Bikemore in Baltimore HERE.



