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Alex statement at 2/11/26 Planning Commission Work Session 

I’m here tonight, again, on behalf of 700 or so residents of New Mark 
Commons and Markwood to ask a simple question. Why haven’t you 
considered options to RMD-25 for the 9.75-acre Tower Oaks parcel next 
to New Mark as the Mayor and Council asked you to in December?  

Because unless you’ve been having private talks amongst yourselves or 
with Staff, these public work sessions have repeatedly seen you sticking 
to RMD-25. There’s been no open discussion of rezoning that plot 
RMD-10 or RMD-Infill. 

There was some tweaking last week that would limit development on 
this plot depending on vehicle access. But you made clear that limited 
development would still be under the provisions of RMD-25, which 
would enable construction of high-rise structures – something RMD-10 
doesn’t permit.  

We’ve argued in front of you and the Mayor and Council that this kind 
of development is not compatible with our neighborhoods, as the 
Comprehensive Plan asks. But then again, we have heard you discussing 
eliminating the word “compatible” as a determinative consideration. All 
I can say to that is “Wow.” 

As I recall, there was some frustration here when we first brought up the 
Mayor and Council’s call for a review of RMD-25 on the grounds that 
decision was made years ago. We know the attorney representing the 
property owner has said that no one objected to it back when it was first 
proposed. True...but disengenuous -- because Planning Area 12 is Tower 
Oaks. Our neighborhoods are in Area 3. We didn’t learn of the proposed 
up-zoning until last year and then only because a couple of our 
neighbors got letters. Our HOA President says the HOA was never told. 
We think you ought to reconsider your notification requirements to 
ensure meaningful citizen engagement at an early date. 
Thank you. 
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Meeting No.
Monday, April 13, 2026 - 5:30 PM

MOCK AGENDA

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

Agenda item times are estimates only. Items may be considered at times other than those indicated.

Ways to Participate

If you require a reasonable accommodation, for community forum or a public hearing and need 
reasonable accommodations, please contact the City Clerk's Office by the Wednesday before the 
Monday meeting at 240-314-8280 or cityclerk@rockvillemd.gov or by filling this form: 
https://www.rockvillemd.gov/services/request-a-reasonable-accommodation/

Translation Assistance

If you wish to participate in person at a Mayor and Council meeting during community forum or a 
public hearing and may need translation assistance in a language other than English, please contact 
the City Clerk’s Office by the Wednesday before the Monday meeting at 240-314-8280, or 
cityclerk@rockvillemd.gov, or by using this form:  
https://www.rockvillemd.gov/services/participate-in-a-community-forum/

In-Person Attendance

Community members attending in-person who wish to speak during Community Forum, or a Public 
Hearing, should sign up using the form at the entrance to the Mayor and Council Chamber. In-person 
speakers will be called upon in the order they are signed to speak and before virtual speakers.

Note: In-Person Speakers will be called upon to speak before those who have signed up to speak 
virtually for Community Forum and Public Hearings.

Viewing Mayor and Council Meetings

The Mayor and Council are conducting hybrid meetings. The virtual meetings can be viewed on 
Rockville 11, Comcast, Verizon cable channel 11, livestreamed at www.rockvillemd.gov/rockville11, 
and available a day after each meeting at www.rockvillemd.gov/videoondemand.

Participating in Community Forum & Public Hearings:

896



Mayor and Council April 13, 2026

If you wish to submit comments in writing for Community Forum or Public Hearings: 
• Please email the comments to mayorandcouncil@rockvillemd.gov no later than 10:00 am on the
date of the meeting.

If you wish to participate in-person or virtually in Community Forum or Public Hearings during the live 
Mayor and Council meeting: 
1. Send your Name, Phone number, For Community Forum and Expected Method of Joining the
Meeting (computer or phone) to mayorandcouncil@rockvillemd.gov or
https://www.rockvillemd.gov/services/participate-in-a-community-forum/  no later than 10:00 am on
the day of the meeting.  Each speaker will receive 3 minutes.
2. Send your Name, Phone number, the Public Hearing Topic and Expected Method of Joining the
Meeting (computer or phone) to mayorandcouncil@rockvillemd.gov or
https://www.rockvillemd.gov/services/participate-in-a-public-hearing/  no later than 10:00 am on the
day of the meeting.
3. On the day of the meeting, you will receive a confirmation email with further details, and two
Webex invitations:  1) Optional Webex Orientation Question and Answer Session and 2) Mayor &
Council Meeting Invitation.
4. Plan to join the meeting no later than approximately 20 minutes before the actual meeting start
time.
5. Read for https://www.rockvillemd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/38725/Public-Meetings-on-Webex
meeting tips and instructions on joining a Webex meeting (either by computer or phone).
6. If joining by computer, Conduct a WebEx test: https://www.webex.com/test-meeting.html prior to
signing up to join the meeting to ensure your equipment will work as expected.

Participating in Mayor and Council Drop-In (Mayor Ashton and Councilmember Myles)

The next scheduled Drop-In Session will be held by phone or in-person on Monday, May 11 from 
5:15-6:15 pm with Mayor Ashton and Councilmember Myles. Please sign up by 10 am on the meeting day 
using the form at: https://www.rockvillemd.gov/formcenter/city-clerk-11/sign-up-for-dropin-meetings-227

1. Convene - 5:30 PM

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Proclamation and Recognition - 5:35 PM

A. Proclamation Declaring April 2026 as National Financial Literacy Month

B. Proclamation Declaring April 2026 as National Fair Housing Month and Recognizing
Winners of the Fair Housing Art Competition

C. Fair Housing Art Competition Winners - Certificates of Recognition

D. Proclamation Declaring April 10, 2026, as Arbor Day in Rockville, Maryland.

E. Proclamation Declaring April 13-14, 2026, as Yom HaShoah in Rockville, Maryland
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F. Proclamation Declaring April 6-12, 2026, as National Public Health Week in Rockville, 
Maryland

G. Proclamation Declaring April 12-18, 2026, As National Public Safety 
Telecommunicators Week in Rockville, Maryland

H. Proclamation Declaring April 2026, as National Arab American Heritage Month in 
Rockville, Maryland

I. Proclamation Declaring April 2026, as Autism Acceptance Month in Rockville, 
Maryland

J. Proclamation Declaring the Month of April as Earth Month; April 22, 2026, as Earth 
Day; and March 28, 2026, 8:30-9:30 P.M. as Earth Hour in Rockville

K. Proclamation Declaring April 2026, as Parkinson’s Awareness Month in Rockville, 
Maryland

L. Proclamation Declaring April 26, 2026, as the 35th Annual Rockville Science Day

4. Agenda Review - 6:30 PM

5. City Manager's Report - 6:35 PM

6. Boards and Commissions Appointments and Reappointments - NONE

7. Community Forum - 6:40 PM

8. Special Presentations - NONE

9. Consent Agenda - 6:45 PM

A. Approval of Minutes

10. Public Hearing - 6::50 PM

A. Public Hearing on Zoning Text Amendment for the Zoning Ordinance Rewrite and 
Comprehensive Map Amendment

B. Public Hearing on Map Amendment Application MAP2026-00126, for a 
Comprehensive Map Amendment of the Entire City; Mayor and Council of Rockville, 
Applicants

C. FY 2027 Budget Public Hearing #4

11. Action Items - 8:10 PM

A. Adoption of Ordinance Declaring 5,867 sq. ft. of Property Located at 301 Frederick 
Avenue to be No Longer Necessary for Public Use and Authorizing the Conveyance of 
Said Property to the 715 Douglass Avenue Property Owner for Nominal 
Consideration
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12. Worksession - 8:20 PM

A. FY 2027 Budget Worksession #3 - Capital Improvements Program and Final Balancing

13. Mock Agenda - 10:20 PM

14. Old / New Business - 10:25 PM

15. Adjournment -10:30 PM
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